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o to Ussful language p. 83

A Small ads
Look at examples

1 Read these small ads. In which is the advertiser: 2 Look carefully at the context. What do you
a looking for a companion? _4_ think these abbreviations mean?
b offerng accommodation? | a ki kidomedres d pw
€ Ipaking for help? bowe . EWC__
d trying to sell something? [ o AT - «

1
B&E. Beautiful locationfl.

Zkm Font de Gaume Caves.
South Limages airport 25 mins.
&65 or €350 pw.

{01555 43 30 40

Sihier poaddorl, ks ther fvi bt
whevior: vye L400 for guck sale.
P T Wp—

WARM, fun-loving
male (early 40s) seoks
friendship and possible
long-term relationship with
independent female. Loves
opera, Mexican food and
lazing about, No smokers
please, Bax no. 09/08

18  [E Social and Travel



3 All of the ads use bold lettering to give
information special attention. Which ad also

a highlghtmg? L

b capital letters?

¢ exclamation marks? ____
d undesliming? .
4 In what way is ad 3 different from the other

ads? What are the advantages/disadvantages
of this type of ad?

5 All the ads are structured in a similar way.
Put these in the correct order:
contact details [
supporting information []
the main point (what s being afferad/Tooked forj

Plan
& Read the three advertisements below and
complete these sentences:

Achvertiser B would like to improve
Achertiser C has last

L S o=

i arm a former lecturer from the University of Sydmay
and for the fowr wesks af July 1 am returning to Sydney
with my new wite, | want to rent a fat, praferably in or
maar Daslinglon. [d be reslly plesded iF you were able to
emaeil me with affers at hhiggins@div.cam.edu,

I am a postgraduste student from Beiping. [ want o
speak English better. T would ke to offer a language
exchange with anyone who speaks Chiness. Why nat
give me a ring? My phone numbar 5 067E4-63 109,

‘

LN'II"EII"I'.LII‘IHH"'. wi higve bost our famdly cat, which

Is male and has g gingar hair. Tha poor thing
disagoeansd on 4th July and we haven't seen him
since, He is wery timid ard might ren avway IF you see
hirm, Maturaly e 8 greatly missed at home sa we are
offering @ reward of fifty dollars. If you see him = let's
hiopd you dal = give e & fing on my mobde, My phane
Aumber s 0478-5686-111,

|

Lost!!! (|73

7 You are going to rewrite advertisements
A~C for a university noticeboard. Tick v the
changes you will need to make.

add in extra information [_]
remone unnecessary words [

use abbreviations

make the sentences longer []
combsne information [

make the ad more eye-catching [ |

B Look at advertisement A again.
@ Cross out any words you could leave out Examiple:
Farra former lecturey, .
b Which words can you abbreviate? Winte some examples
here. Example; weeks —» whs,

? Look at advertisemant B again. Which
information will you put:

second?
thircf?

10 Look at advertisement C again. How could

you change the style and keep the reader's
attention? Example: LOSTIN! Family cat.

Did you know ...7

Newspaper and magazne advertiesments are aften
short becatise people have to pay for every word ar
lne. They therefore concentrats on words
which give the essential information only. ’.‘j



- Lost!!!

Write Check

11 Make a draft of your small ads here. Read your small ads and
answer the following questions.
Make any changes that are
NECESSary to your answer.

A they conosed

— |5 the purpose of each of your ads
dear?

— Are the ads organized kogically?
= the miormation clear?

— Have yau abbreviated words where
passible without making the ad
oanfusing?

Will the ads attract the reader’s
attention?

Have | spelt verbs ending in —ng
comectly?

img tarms-and past parbicipies (<o forms) ane commionby Complele these seniences with the comect

wsed in small ads participle form of the verb.
i ; a Travel comparman {wani) b for haliday i
Exarmples ;
Mexica,
g forms; b 1amin iy thirties amd |:_||'tl.‘;ll._:l a8
A pOUng fon wheers "jkﬁ'lg ronand Tibet soimennie to share the :I'_ir-'-.lﬁ:l oo s
! ke scuba divimg :Jrl.:‘,ﬂ:jg.h!'rg. ¢ Co-driver (seek) far the joumey.
Ar exciting time guaranteed d When she's not on holiday she's always on the mowe
Lam travelling (8¢ £} / traveling (Am. E} around India {da) _ things
Past participles @ Shelikes (e} . o0 ithe beddy
A young man ees-ves lost spotted walking mound Tibet fwatch’ the sum go down
(passive corstruction) { Cood (speak) _____ Spam;ish mot necessary
g Some deser (trek) a perssibality
h Further details wall be (puot) . o6 the

Intermet
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E Ura practice 1

1 €5 Karen has decided to have a vacation in Baga California. Listen to
this conversation between Karen and her friend lessica, and yndedine the
cofmedt altemative.

The persen she is loolang for:
a should be & man / woman o ks her feans |/ eanly fwenties [ mid-
hwenties  mid-thimes.
should be serous and hardworking / refaved and easy-gaing.
hos to [/ doesn 't hiove fo.be able to speak Spanish
should [/ doesn't hove fo be able to share the dnving.
e showld / doesn't howe fo enjoy looking at the sights.
2 Compieste the senience.
K enors SUCTUWNES 38 .o ciecsiscns b bbbt ot bbbt b datisa
3 You are going to wite h:aren"s sm.all ad for her, telling an‘.u‘ue who's
miterested to phone (619} 299-7663, Read this draft. How would you
shorten i?

=S B+

TRAVEL COMPANION WANTED. A womnan, whose name i5 Karen and isin her

rrvd-bwenties {likes swimming. cyding, king around on the beach — speaks
Spanish because she wsed to Bve in Argenting, is looking for a female
compamian toenjoy the sights wath, Contadt Karen on (619) 269-T683.

4 AR Listen again and decide if there is any other information you need to
inchede,

5 Mow write a draft of the advertiserment on a sepamte piece of paper.

Lost!!!] 3

E baprachica 2

Write @ small ad for the following
SHLRAtinn.

You have found 2 set of car keys
{with a metal badge and a logao
an it} for a lwasry car in the Castle
Hill area of the city, They were
prababéy dropped by somecne
waalking their dog. IF aryone thinks
they belong to thern, they should
come 1o the reception at Shelley's
Bookshiop and entify them.

Class bonus

Start-a smal ad section an yous
classroom noticeboard. Deode

on categories: e.g. For Soke, for
Eithier with another student of
ndevidually, wite a small ad for
the beard. Maintain the board on a
resgular bass.

R

Can-do checklist
Tick what you can dao.

| car wwrite & shart, clear small ad for a noticeboard.
| cam wile 3 small ad for & néwspaper/magazine et
| cam stracture a small ad logically,

| cam use abbreviatians in notices.

| cam use paricples in notices,

Can do

- —~ -
B k!

Need maore practice




